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o Re:’ - Estabhshment ot' numerlc cnterxa in the Caleorma Toxxcs Rule, FR62(150) H
. Comments ot‘ Commumtres for a Better Envrronment on San Franclsco*Bay

3 .Dear Ms Frankel Reglonal Adnumstrator Marcus and Admmxstrator Browner S

CBE beheves that adoptlon of EPA’ “Cahforma Toxrcs Rule" as proposed rrught represent the
) bxggest step backward in toxics pohcy for San Franclsco Bay in the twenty-ﬁve year hxstory of the o
‘Clean Water Act . . : .

The Rule, would allow far more pollutton than state water quahty standards cntena EPA is trymg o _ o

to replace for most. of the toxic pollutants of concern in the Bay. It would allow’ levels of dioxin
compounds, mercury, polycychc aromatic hydrocarbons, and toxic. metals that aIready harm the. . -
fishing-public and aquatic life to increase. Despite EPA’s admission of soating cancer risk and . .
", .. other toxic threats to Bay anglers, it would fail to protect people who fish for food unless they eat
..+ " only starvation rations of one-seventteth ofa pound of fish per day. :Its dioxin criteria deregulate
e sixteen of the seventeei most toxic compounds known to science. Iti ignores proof of mercury
o btoaccumulatxon and. evidence that' it weaker copper criteria allow pollutxon levels that wiped ouit

. .aquatic populatnons It then proposes a system of ¢ perrmts to pollute” above even-these madequate T '

‘ o .standards for up to ten years. Many of these problems extend state-wxde beyond the Bay

O EPA’s analysrs in the proposed Rule 1gndres protectlon of ﬁshmg people of color who are dx.spro- N
":" . portionately imperiled by toxic pollutxon it would allow, and evidence EPA. asked us for showing -.
.. -that stronger rules than EPA’s drive pollution: prevention which Tresults in economic benet' ts-to the
L -manufacturmg base The proposed Rulé does not appear to comply with federal laws’ which" -
; ,f.tequxre protectton of pubhc health fishmg and aquauc lee and equal protectxon under the law

X B The masswe scope of thls pohcy change suggests the need for maxxmum pubhc mvolvement '. R = [

ire o

: .. ’ _' . ;' cntxcally u'nportant envxronmental health declswn is not recemng adequate pubhc scrutmy
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Accordmgly. we request that EPA extend the comment period for the Rule beyond the present

September 26, 1997 deadline, revise the toxics criteria to address the concerns detailed in our

. 'enclosed comments, and require present state implementation. procedures mstead of allowmg per-
' mrt schedules which could grant “perm1ts to pollute.

ST We have begun to dlscuss these concermis wrth EPA staff and hope to continue this process with
S J, -_- - 'you, Regtonal Administrator Marcus; and Administration environment officials, in order to seek
' :: - ways in which we can move forward together to solve the serious toxic pollution problems affect- ’
' ~-ing people and aquatic life in San Francisco Bay and throughout California. We propose a meeting
ot at your offices at2 p.m. or later on Wednesday. October 1, 1997 asa next step in these dlscussmns.
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